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hunting is an important occupation, the salmon is the very
basis of life in Kamchatkha. It has, indeed, been described
as Karnchatkhan bread. The rivers teem with this fish.
It is the main article of food for both man and dog, while
within recent years it has become the basis of an important
fish-canning industry.

Seals and whales abound in the coastal waters and provide
the basis for another new industrv.

Human Activities
The mountains and the upper slopes of the valleys around
the central depression are inhabited by Koryaks and Lamuts.
The Koryaks are in the main a nomadic people. Those who
have settled engage in hunting and fishing. The salmon is the
chief article of food. The majority, however, are nomadic
reindeer-breeders, possessing herds of great size, often con-
taining two or three thousand animals. The people dwell in
yurta> large tent-like constructions, consisting of reindeer-skins
stretched over a light wooden framework, and divided into
several compartments by means of skins, which are also
spread over the floor. *
In the centre of the ywrta there is a fire over which hang
enormous metal pans. Here the meals are cooked. The
tongue of the deer is regarded as a great delicacy, while
sausages are made from the intestines and fat, and congealed
blood is made into a sort of porridge. These people are great
tea-drinkers.
The reindeer are pastured on the lower mountain slopes
in winter, but in summer they are taken up into the high
fells. When all the yurta have been dismantled and packed
on sledges, together udth all the domestic articles, a most
impressive caravan is formed. When a new 'camp site' has
been established the deer are driven away into the hills to
graze. The Koryaks never ride their animals, using them
solely as a source of food, and to draw the sledge.
The Lamuts inhabit the valleys in the mountains of the
centre and north of Kamchatkha. Their herds are generally